Weekly Theme: Monday, December 28

Faith —The Call of )
Salvation All people need to hear the Gospel and believe on

Jesus Christ. Acts 10 teaches us that Cornelius was
Daily Bible Reading: 2 Gentile who feared God, was devout and

Acts 10: 1 - 48 generous. Yet he was lost. This man was seeking
and the Holy Spirit opened his heart and placed the
Praises: apostle Peter in his path to tell the Gospel to him.

However, Peter had to be convicted and convinced
that a non Jew could hear the Gospel. God worked
in his heart through a vision where Peter
understood all people were candidates for him to
share the Good News with.

When I was 10 years old God placed pastor Nolen
Ford in my life. I admired him. During Vacation
Bible School he stopped and spoke to me about

Prayers: knowing Jesus and being saved. I acknowledged I
was not a Christian. The next day as the Gospel
was presented I believed on Jesus as my Savior.
My pastor was God’s instrument in my life to relay
the message to me.

Who have you shared the Gospel with? The Lord
wants to use each of us as an instrument to share
the Good News. Remember, every person needs to
hear. And every Christian needs to tell. Mark 8:38
says, For whoever is ashamed of me and my words

Sunday text:

John 6:35 - 40 in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of
man will also be ashamed of him when HE comes

Memory Verse: in the glory of His Father with the holy

John 6:35 angels.

I. el e 9 e o PRAYER for today: Lord I make myself available
life; he who comes . - . .
: today as your instrument. Bring me in contact with
to Me will not .
hunaer. and he who the one you want me to talk with today. Show me
ger, one like Cornelius in my path. I am willing to be a

believes in Me will . .
T witness this day. I am not ashamed.

Read through the Pastor Ted Traylor
Bible this Year

Rev 19

Zech 5-8



Weekly Theme:
Faith —The Call of
Salvation

Daily Bible Reading:
Acts 8: 26 - 38

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
John 6:35 - 40

Memory Verse:
John 6:35

| am the bread of
life; he who comes
to Me will not

Tuesday, December 29

There could be no mistaking it, God intended to save
this one individual. He was an Ethiopian, a high
government official to the Queen, and possibly a
eunuch. The fact that this man left his people and
culture to visit the temple was unique. Had he been
saved in Jerusalem, it might have been looked upon as a
kind of fluke, an exception, but this man was being
sought by God. Here, in the midst of a revival, and
before the accounts of wide-spread evangelism, this
Gentile had a destiny with God. It is significant that
both the “angel of the Lord” and the “Holy Spirit” are
employed in guiding Philip to the Ethiopian. I always
wondered what the driver was thinking as he watched.
Just as the Ethiopian had a divine appointment with God
so did Philip. The moment Philip obeyed God’s
direction he was swept away to begin ministering
somewhere else.

One Sunday night I was sitting on the back row
during a church service.
attention to my Pastoro6s
Spirit overwhelmed me. I had always tried to be a good
person, but that night I was instantly convicted that I did
not have the saving power of Jesus Christ in my life.

The power of the Holy Spirit helped me understand the
difference between head knowledge and heart
knowledge. 1 left that service forever changed.

Philip asks a great question, “Do you
understand what you are reading?” Philip has come
upon this complete stranger on a desert road and asks if
he comprehends what is being read. In verses 32-33 we
find out that the man has been reading from Isaiah 53
(the prophecy of the Messiah). 1 wonder if the passage
had been read in the temple or if he stumbled upon it
himself? Notice that Philip does not say to the
Ethiopian, “What is your interpretation of what you are
reading?” Philip asks if the eunuch understands the

hunger, and he who message.

believes in Me will
never thirst.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Rev 20

Zech 9-12

Do you remember the very moment God saved
you? How did you feel as the Holy Spirit worked on
your life to open your eyes and heart? As you spend
time studying God’s Word what is He revealing to you
today? Who have you shared Jesus with this week?

Eric Miracle

I
me s



Weekly Theme:
Faith —The Call of
Salvation

Daily Bible Reading:
Luke 18: 35 - 43

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
John 6:35 - 40

Memory Verse:

John 6:35

| am the bread of
life; he who comes
to Me will not
hunger, and he who
believes in Me will
never thirst.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Rev 21

Zech 13-14

Wednesday, December 30

Bartimaeus, a poor, blind beggar, sat outside the city of
Jericho when Jesus passed by him. Against the criticism
of the crowd, he cried out for Jesus to have mercy on
him, and asked Jesus to restore his sight. Because of his
faith, Jesus immediately restored his ability to see!

Thanks to a church bus ministry, I was saved as an eight
year old at Hahn Air Force base in Germany. I
experienced a challenging childhood, and my
self-esteem was held bondage by a speech impediment.
As a damaged child and troubled teen my relationship
with God “yo-yoed.” In the spring of 1995, God pressed
upon my heart to make a choice. I had strayed so many
times, and this was His last call. God repeatedly said,
“seize the day.” That spring I seized the day and called
out to Him like never before. As with Bartimaeus, Jesus
performed an amazing transformation in my life. He
speaks to me through the words of Russell Kelfer:

You are who you are for a reason.

You're part of an intricate plan.

You're a precious and perfect unique design,
Called God's special woman or man.

You look like you look for a reason.
Our God made no mistake.

He knit you together within the womb,
You're just what he wanted to make.

No, that trauma you faced was not easy.
And God wept that it hurt you so;

But it was allowed to shape your heart
So that into his likeness you'd grow.

You are who you are for a reason,
You've been formed by the Master's rod.
You are who you are, beloved,

Because there is a God!

The apostle Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 6:2, “Behold,
now is “the acceptable time,” behold now is “the day of
salvation.” Have you ever seized your day of salvation?
If not, are willing to call out to him? Hurry, Jesus is
passing by.

Lonny Hughes
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Weekly Theme: Thursday, December 31
Faith —The Call of  Jericho, that historical city located outside of Jerusalem
Salvation was buzzing with excitement. Jesus of Nazareth was
passing through! Thousands of people lined the city
Daily Bible Reading: Streets trying to get a glimpse of the miracle worker who
Luke 19: 1 - 10 could preach like no other. Zaccheus was in the crowd
that day, too. He was despised around town. He was
infamous for cheating people by over-taxing them and
then pocket most of the money for himself. As Jesus
passed by the spot where Zaccheus was sitting in a tree,
he did a strange thing. He called Zaccheus out and
invited himself over to Zaccheus’ place for the day!
Zaccheus’ brain must have been racing with thoughts
like: AWhy would Jesus want to ¢
house@eRoesndét He know who | a
done?0

Praises:

Have you ever had a similar thought like Zacheus? Why
Prayers: woul d Jesus want to spend ti

I grew up going to church every week. As I went with
my family, however, I could tell there was something
missing. The more I attended church, the emptier my
life felt. One day after school, I visited with my pastor
and he explained to me that God loved me. He told me
my sin or rebellion was keeping me from personally
knowing God. That explained why I was feeling empty
inside. Sin comes with a penalty and that penalty is
death. Because of His love for me, God sent His Son,

Sunday text: Jesus Christ, to this earth over 2,000 years ago to die on

John 6:35 - 40 the cross and rise again from the dead. Jesus Christ paid
the penalty for my sin and all I had to do to was receive

Memory Verse: God’s forgiveness. So I prayed with my pastor that

John 6:35 afternoon and I invited Jesus to come into my life that

| am the bread of  day by faith. I became a brand new person because of

life; he who comes what Jesus had done for me.

to Me will not

hunger, and he who Has Jesus called you out like He did Zaccheus to come

believes in Me will and know him in a personal way?

never thirst.
Answer:

Read through the

Bible this Year )
Rev 22 Jon DuBois

Mal1-4



Weekly Theme: Friday, January 1
Faith —The Call of  Nicodemus, teacher of the Law, leader in the local
Salvation church, is prompted by the Spirit of God in the

middle of the night to receive clarification of Who Jesus
Daily Bible Reading: Christ is. Jesus explains in John 3 that He is the Son

John3:1-21 that came to save the world of its darkness. Nicodemus
had to come to the place in his life where he had to trade
Birafees: in his religion and accept a relationship through faith.

Do you remember the day the Holy Spirit of God
knocked on your heart for clarification of Who Jesus
Christ is?

As an eight-year-old boy, I knew that I did not have a
relationship with God. I had stolen a hammer from a
friend and I knew that whatever I did: giving it back,
asking forgiveness from him, and so on, would never
forgive the sin [ had committed against God. This was
the first time in my life I realized I had sin in my life.
The Bible teaches that everybody has sin and that this
sin separates us from God. A couple of weeks later, my
mom shared with me that God sent His Son Jesus to take
away my sin. I could have a relationship with God if
would admit to God that I have sinned, believe He sent
Jesus to take away my sin on a cross and raised Him
from the grave on the third day proving He was who He
said He was. Faith in Jesus was birthed in my heart.
That day, I prayed to God and asked Him to forgive me
Sunday text: of my sin. I confessed that Jesus is my Lord, believed
John 6:35 - 40 that God sent His Son and that He raised Jesus from the
grave. That day, Jesus came to live in me and restored
Memory Verse: my relationship with God. Now, I have peace about eter-
John 6:35 nity and peace about the present. I also have
complete joy, knowing that I have daily guidance from
the Lord through His Holy Spirit. Faith in Jesus Christ
was and is the starting point of salvation.

Prayers:

| am the bread of
life; he who comes
to Me will not
hunger, and he who
believes in Me will
never thirst.

When did you place your faith in Jesus as your personal
Lord and Savior trading in religion for a relationship?
Answer:

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 1

Gen1l-3 Robert Gilliland



Weekly Theme: Saturday, January 2
Faith —The Callof [ could identify with the woman at the well.
Salvation Beaten, battered and bruised by the consequences
brought on from the choices I had made. Like it
Daily Bible Reading: g4y in | Corinthians 6 that is what I was, I had sin
John4:1-30 in my life described in verse 10. But like the
Samaritan woman in John’s gospel Chapter 4 1
came face to face with Jesus. Oh it wasn’t an
instantaneous change and I can’t say that [
immediately accepted Him into my heart. In fact,
He had quite a time convincing me that I should
turn my life over to Him. When I began to realize
that the life I had chosen wasn’t a life worth living
Jesus began the implementation of a process that
would take another year and a half before I
accepted Him as my Savior.

Praises:

Prayers: ) . )
I have to say at this point that God is a gentleman.

He didn’t condemn and brow beat me into
submission. No, He gently wooed me into His
family. He placed a particular lady in my life that
He knew could empathize with the type of life I
was living. Through a series of events and a lot of
time I finally decided that I needed Jesus and came
to Him as a broken woman needing His grace and
mercy.

Sunday text:

John 6:35 - 40 Like the woman at the well I can say to you,
“come, see a man who told me everything I did”.

Memory Verse: Come and believe, it will be worth the life He’ll

John 6:35 give you.

| am the bread of

life; he who comes  Are you living a life worth living with Christ or are

to Me will not you letting the consequences of choices keep
hunger, and he who beating you down?
believes in Me will

never thirst. .
Answer:

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 2

Gend-6 Kim Waters



Sunday, January 3
Selvaian The Calling of Salvation
SSCG Outline

Define Faith = assurance of things hoped for, the

Daily Bible Reading: L .
LI ARLEER conviction of things not seen.

lohini6:AL o7t 1. Source of Salvation v. 35 & 36
SSCG
Praises:
2. Security of Salvation v. 37 - 39
3. Sovereignty of Salvation v. 40
Prayers:
Pastor’s Sermon Outline
Memory Verse:
John 6:35

| am the bread of
life; he who comes
to Me will not
hunger, and he who
believes in Me will
never thirst.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 3

Gen7-9



Weekly Theme:
Moral Excellencet
The Calling of
Separation

Daily Bible Reading:
1Cor.2:1-16

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
2Cor6:14-7:1

Memory Verse:

2 Corinthians 6:14
Do not be bound
together with
unbelievers; for
what partnership
have righteousness

and lawlessness, or

what fellowship has

light with darkness?

Read through the
Bible this Year

Matt 4
Gen 10,11,12

Monday, January 4

In 1 Corinthians 2, Paul describes his first visit to
Corinth. In his recollection, he points out that his
approach was different than the world would expect.
The world looks for superiority of speech, persuasion,
and man’s wisdom. However, what Paul offered was
the simple message of Christ, Him crucified, and a total
reliance on the Holy Spirit’s power to know the things
of God. He further explains that the simple message of
Christ cannot be understood in the natural man, for it is
foolishness to him (v. 14).

Like Paul we are called to be separate from the world.
We are to rely on the Spirit of God to understand God’s
thoughts, words, and answers. We are to have an
attitude of Christ, who humbled himself and was
obedient. (Phil 2:5-8). This requires time in His
presence and His word. However, Christians often
create circumstances that seem good for ministry
without consulting God. If the things of God are of the
Spirit, and our ideas are of man’s wisdom, then what
spiritual value do they hold?

Recently, I heard a story regarding a man’s childhood.
He described how one day he and his brother went and
gathered beautiful flowers for their mother. When they
presented the bouquet of flowers, the mother became
quite angry. Come to find out, there was a cemetery on
a neighboring piece of property!

One definition of moral excellence is the quality of
doing what is right and avoiding what is wrong. We
often set out under our own abilities, and our own ideas,
with the best of intentions to change the world for
Christ, and the results are usually unproductive at best.
The message of Christ is simple, and God has simply
called us to humble ourselves, and be obedient to Him.

Lonny Hughes
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Weekly Theme: Tuesday, January 5
Moral ExcellenceT  |’m in the middle of middle. I’m not stuck here.
The Calling of It’s just a point of passage. An opportunity to
Separation reflect on what has been and what might be. As
Webster’s dictionary states I’m halfway between
two points. Chronologically speaking the
exuberance of youth has waned and I’m on the
cusp of the second half of my life, if I get to live
the average age expectancy. But in my reflections
I want to focus on the spiritual side of life because
in essence that’s all that’s really going to count in
the end. Ilearned in the Experiencing God Bible
study to look back over my life based on spiritual
markers. Of course the most important one that I
have is the day I received Jesus Christ as my
personal Lord and Savior which was in the fall of
1985. That is when my darkness turned into light.
And it’s not my light but the light of Jesus in me.
Prayers: That decision set my life on a course down the
pathway of gradually turning over my worldly
ways to God’s ways. In 1 Corinthians 5 Paul
admonishes the church in Corinth about allowing
known sin to be overlooked. He is adamant about
being separate from the worldly ways. He points

Daily Bible Reading:
1Cor.5:1-13

Praises:

Sunday text: out several sins with an emphasis on sexual

2 Cor 6:14 - 7:1 immorality. He stresses that we are to get rid of
old sins and incorporate the characteristics of God

Memory Verse: in our lives. We are to disassociate with those who

2 Corinthians 6:14  are enthralled with immoral living yet claim they
Do not be bound  are our brothers or sisters in the Lord. Whoa be it
together with to those who continue this course of action. I'm
unbelievers; for forever grateful that Jesus is perfecting His

what partnership  character in me. I want to make decisions to honor
have righteousness ,y God and continue to throw off the old sins. In
and Iawlessngss, O this second half of my life I want to be clothed with
what fgllowsh|p = sincerity and truth.

g T LT A any of the sins mentioned in today’s reading
still claiming ownership on your life? What sin is

Read through the ; .
()
Bible this Year God prompting you to rid yourself of today?
Matt 5:1-26
Gen 13,14,15 Kim Waters



Weekly Theme: Wednesday, January 6
Moral Excellencet  SOLD! Have you ever been to an auction before?
The Calling of People say from time to time, “What’s your price?”
Separation Many people believe everyone has a price; however
some are steeper.
Daily Bible Reading: *In 1910 Olav Olavson, a Swedish citizen, fell upon
1Cor.6:1-20 hard times and decided to sell his body for medical
research to the Karolinska Institute in Stockholm. The
following year he inherited a fortune and resolved to
buy himself back. The institute refused to sell its rights
to his body, went to court, and won possession of it.
Moreover, the institute obtained damages, since Olav
had two teeth pulled out without asking their permission
as ultimate owners of his body.
Your body is a temporary house that you occupy before
moving on. Your body itself is not evil, only the sinful
nature that manipulates it, although sin has affected it by
age and sickness.
Paul is writing to the Corinthian Church from Ephesus.
Prayers: We have two of these letters. A reference to a third
letter (1Cor. 5:9-13) was not preserved by the Holy
Spirit. Paul received disturbing news about the believers
at Corinth along with a letter from them about a number
of questions they wanted him to answer in regards to the
Christian life. The local culture threatened to affect the
Church more than the Church could affect the culture.
Paul first taught the Corinthians that their bodies were

Praises:

;ucnodrag I:x_t7 1 “members of Christ” (v.15). The Corinthians believed
’ ’ every sin is done outside the body. Paul pointed out the
opposite is true. It is against the body. It would be
Memory Verse: unthinkable to take Christ’s body and place it in a sinful
2 Corinthians 6:14 G ;ation.
Do not be bound Second, Paul stated that the body is the “temple
together with of the Holy Spirit” (v. 19). To sin in any form obviously

unbelievers; for grieves Him. If we take great pride in the holiness of the

what partnership  church building, how much more should we respect the

have righteousness physical indwelling of the Holy Spirit within us?

and lawlessness, or Finally, Paul says, “You have been bought with

what fellowship has a price” (v. 20). Value the price Jesus gave (far more

light with darkness? than any created being could pay) to save you. Refuse
to give in to the desires of your sinful nature. What do

Read throughthe ~ YOU need to confess and detach from today?

Bible this Year (*Why Christians Sin, J.K. Johnston, Discovery House,

Matt 5:27-48 1992, p. 178)
Gen 16,17

Eric Miracle
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Weekly Theme:
Moral Excellencet
The Calling of
Separation

Daily Bible Reading:
1Cor.10:1-11:1

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
2Cor6:14-7:1

Memory Verse:

2 Corinthians 6:14
Do not be bound
together with
unbelievers; for
what partnership

Thursday, January 7

That they may be saved.

Paul’s second missionary journey he planted the church
in Corinth using Pricilla and Aquila. The composition
of the Church at Corinth was both Jews & Gentiles, they
were split over the convictions of the law, and disagreed
over tradition (or lack of tradition). So Paul, wrote this
letter to the Corinthians to show them to always think
outward and ask the question: What is my witness?

As we live our life for Christ so that some will be saved,
Paul asks us to adopt two actions:

First, in verses 23-30 we are to adopted helpful habits.
We are not to live our life placing our toes on the line of
the law. We are free from the law, driven by the Holy
Spirit. It is lawful to drive 70 mph on I-10, but pulling a
travel trailer it would be helpful to drop the speed to a
manageable level to keep from hurting yourself or
others. It is lawful to gamble at the casino, but it is not
helpful to you or your witness. We must adopt helpful
habits, rather than lawful if we are going to see this
world saved through our testimony of Christ living in us.
Secondly, in verses10:31-11:1 we are to adopt a mirror
mentality. This seems like a bold statement from Paul:
Imitate me. What he is actually saying is, if you need an
example of Christian living, watch me. Everything [ do
I do to glorify God. I am not perfect, but [ am spirit
filled and living for Christ. People ought to be able to
see us and see Christ!!!

*Whatever you do, do all to the glory of God so that
some might be saved.

Four areas of reflecting Christ in our life:

Leisure = specific restaurant choices

Home = clean & calm

Work = known for hard work (not a paycheck mentality)
Church = serve so that some might be saved

My dad and I dug footers on a hot July day in 2001 for a

have righteousness y,qse Faith and I were building. Dad told me to slow
and lawlessness, or 4own, imitate me. Iignored him and nearly had a heat
what fellowship has stroke 30 minutes into the job. Dad just kept pluggin’
light with darkness? along. He was setting the example of how to

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 6:1-18

Gen 18,19

accomplish the task effectively.

Paul is setting an example of how to win the world.

Of the four areas above, what do you need to work on as
you adopt helpful habits and a mirror mentality so that
some will be saved? Robert Gilliland
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Weekly Theme:
Moral Excellencet
The Calling of
Separation

Daily Bible Reading:
James 4:1-17

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
2Cor6:14-7:1

Memory Verse:

2 Corinthians 6:14
Do not be bound
together with
unbelievers; for
what partnership
have righteousness
and lawlessness, or
what fellowship has
light with darkness?

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 6:19-34
Gen 20,21,22

Friday, January 8

As a child I can remember singing a song in church
called “The Family of God”. The words to it go like
this, “I’m so glad I’m a part of the family of God — I’ve
been washed in the fountain, cleansed by His blood!
Joint heirs with Jesus as we travel this sod; For I’'m part
of the family of God.” Today’s reading in James gives
the family of God the formula for being glad.

Last week Robert asked you to remember when you
became a part of the family of God and today I want to
challenge you to remember some times when you were
glad to be a part of the family of God.

As the grandson of a deacon, son of a preacher and
presently a staff member of the local church, I have seen
throughout my life my fair share of times when people
were not glad to be a part of the family of God. As a
child I remember a little country church in Louisiana
that I called the fighting church. One night during a
business meeting the church broke out into a fight and
one gentleman got thrown out the window of the church.
Later in life I remember attending a church to hear
someone sing and the congregation was divided. One
group of people sat on the right side and one group sat
on the left side and neither group would speak to each
other. The only reason that either group was staying at
the church was to have access to the church facilities
which included one of the two gyms in town. On
another occasion I remember sitting in a deacons
meeting and a deacon getting so mad that he jumped up,
slammed his fist on the table and caused the table to
collapse into my lap. Time will not permit all the
wonderful sporting event stories filled with staff and
deacons.

James points out that the source of all fighting and
quarreling is pleasures. The pleasures of life cause us to
put ourselves and things first. The Bible teaches that we
are to draw near to God, cleanse our hands and heart and
take on the mind of Christ. In doing so we will not have
the desire to fight and quarrel.

What pleasures in your life are you fighting with people
and the church with about today?

Dennis Dean
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Weekly Theme: Saturday, January 9
Moral ExcellenceT  SEPARATION: iThe state or duratio
The Calling of from ot her t hOumnlgnse thie weekfise o p | e .
Separation separation. What are we to be separated from? The

Bible teaches that a Christian’s behavior must not reflect
Daily Bible Reading: the world’s values and beliefs. When we mimic cultural

1John2:1-29 lifestyles, we deny non-believers the opportunity to see
the difference Christ has truly made in us. Claiming to
Praises: follow Christ, but remaining in conflict with other

Christians sends the world a mixed message. Authentic
Christians are identified by their love for other
Christians. Our petty issues with other believers will
continue to fuel the world’s false perception that
Christianity doesn’t change lives.

Are any of your Christian relationships sending the
wrong message to non-believers?

Prayers: In I John 2, we see a dire message posted for Christians
warning them not to love the world. This has placed
believers in a spiritual quandary dating back to the time
of Christ. “How do Christ followers co-exist with
non-believers without mimicking the surrounding
c ul t ulnw.?2517, John the Apostle mentions

Sunday text: three common pitfalls that await Christians living in this
2Cor6:14-7:1 world. These pitfalls are (1) “the cravings of sinful
man, 0 (2) Athe lust of the e

Memory Verse: pri de foidihgithEs@destuctive attitudes

2 Corinthians 6:14  helps to send a relevant message to those hopeless and

desperate for the truth of Jesus Christ. We must decide

every day to avoid these spiritual traps. The key to our

obedience to God is remaining separate from the world’s

. culture while extending love and compassionate towards

what partnershlp non-believers. Our obedience glorifies God and enables

have righteousness us to walk that fine line between living in the world,

and lawlessness, or ypile not acting like the world.

what fellowship has

light with darkness? Check the following pitfalls that hinder you the most as
you live your daily life.

(1) the cravings of sinful man

Do not be bound
together with
unbelievers; for

Read throughthe @ (2) the lust of the eyes

Bible this Year _ (3) the boastful pride of life

Matt 7

Gen 23,24 Pray and ask God for the strength to overcome these
pitfalls as you walk with God while separated from this
world.

Jon DuBois
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Weekly Theme:
Moral Excellencet
The Calling of
Separation

Daily Bible Reading:
2Cor.6:1-7:1

SSCG
Praises:

Prayers:

Memory Verse:

2 Corinthians 6:14
Do not be bound
together with
unbelievers; for
what partnership
have righteousness
and lawlessness, or
what fellowship has
light with darkness?

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 8:1-17

Gen 25,26

Sunday, January 10
2 Corinthians 6: 14 - 7:1

The Calling of Separation
SSCG Outline

The standard of moral excellence is seen in the:

1. Command of Separation v 14 - 16 a

2. Pledge of Separation v 16b - 18

3. Action of Separation v 7:1

Pastor’s Sermon Outline

14



Weekly Theme:
Knowledget
The Calling of
Sanctification

Daily Bible Reading:
Psalm1:1-6

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
John 8:31 - 32

Memory Verse:
John 8:3% 32

3150 Jesus was
saying to those Jew
who had believed
Him, "If you
continue in My
word, then you are
truly disciples of
Mine;*and you will
know the truth, and
the truth will make
you free."

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 8:18-34
Gen 27, 28

Monday, January 11

Have you ever awoke in the middle of the night trying to
walk across the bedroom in the dark? Mind is groggy,
eyes blurred, half unconscious as your foot uncovers a
shoe or piece of furniture. It isn’t easy to choose the
safest path in the dark.

Our life is full of choices. Some choices are
easier than others are. For example: clothing, eating,
sleeping, and television shows. There are some which
can be determined from a lack of decision too. Many of
us go through life struggling with the following: car,
college, job, future spouse, house, which bills to pay,
etc. If we made an incorrect choice often times we are
repeating the choice later in life.

We can learn to avoid many of the dangers in
life if we follow God’s counsel. Psalm chapter 1 points
to the truth even when the falsehoods of our culture
begin to cloud our thinking. Verse one provides a
blessing to the person who follows instruction. We see
3 action words in this verse alone: walk, stand, and sit.
First, we are not to “walk in the counsel of the wicked”.
Those who do are listening and acting upon ungodly
advice. This could be friends, ads, entertainment or
culture. The second distraction is “standing in the way
of sinners”. Pour choices are formed from a decision to
move in that direction. We place ourselves in the path
or location of ungodly people without prior boundaries
set. Jesus was always with the sinners; however He was
close to the Father and had a purpose for being there.

®The third influence is depicted as “sitting in the seat of

mockers”. We see a slippery descent from listening to
adopting their attitudes as this verse lends itself.

The writer of Psalm 1 depicts a tree planted by
streams of water. Planted by a stream will produce deep
roots. Max Lucado says, “There’s no storm strong
enough to tear you away from your source of strength”.
Understand that as you are planted and growing
correctly your fruit comes in seasons. Fruit takes time to
cultivate and reap. We only “prosper” in God’s work.
Laying a foundation creates a more lasting fruit in your
life. For those who avoid the negative influences are
those who “delight” in God’s law or Word.

What decision do you need to make? What
path do you need to take? What boundaries do you need
to create?

Eric Miracle
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Weekly Theme: Tuesday, January 12

KnowledgeTt Imagine, if you will, being in that crowd, listening
The Calling of closely as to catch every word uttered out of the
Sanctification mouth of this man called Jesus. Whether you

believed he was only a great teacher, a prophet the
likes of Jeremiah or the Messiah come to earth,
there was something captivating about the words he
spoke. His perspective regarding the law was much
different than that of the Pharisees and his teaching
on prayer and fasting were not so connected with
outward appearance but a matter of inward
submission and obedience. His entire view of what
life was all about flew in the face of what had
previously been taught. He taught that the life of
the true believer would be lived with humility,
gentleness, mercy, and not without persecution but
for those who lived the life he spoke of there would
be a great reward in heaven. However, Jesus
doesn’t end this sermon by sending away his
captive audience without an opportunity to
Sunday text: respond. There was a choice to be made and
John 8:31 - 32 decisions to be weighed out. They could hear his
words and act upon them or they could hear and
Memory Verse: choose to do nothing, but either way they had heard
John 8:3% 32 the truth. His challenge was for them to not merely
%50 Jesus was hear the word but to actually do something with it.
saying to those Jewdesus challenged his listeners to act upon his
who had believed  teaching and in doing so he compared them to a
Him, "If you house built on a firm foundation; able to withstand
continue in My the many storms of this life. As believers today,
word, then you are e have the incredible privilege of hearing and
truly ciizsciples of  reading the truth of the God’s Word at almost any
Mine;*and you will - {ime but we must also choose to act upon what we
know the truth, and 1,y heard and read. Many people get caught up in
the truth will make going through the motions, saying the right things

Daily Bible Reading:
Matthew 7: 24 - 27

Praises:

Prayers:

yOUlEES and putting on the appearance of a life well built
but we must ask ourselves if our lives are truly
built upon a firm foundation of Christ or if we are

Read through the just adding vinyl siding to a life built on the sand.

Bible this Year

Matt 9:1-17

G : n 23’30 Jeremy Lloyd
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Weekly Theme: Wednesday, January 13

Knowledget
The Calling of 21. ATherefore | ay aside al/|l
Sanctification wickedness and receive with meekness the implanted
word which is able to save
Daily Bible Reading: The word receive in verse 21 means to welcome or to be
James 1: 21 - 27 open to the influence of God’s message to us. James is
letting us know that there are some conditions we have
Praises: to meet before we can welcome the word into our lives.
And those conditions lie at the beginning of this verse:
“Lay aside all filthiness and over flow of wickedness”.
And if you are anything like me, you would like a
definition to the words filthiness and wickedness. Well,
my old youth pastor used to tell me, “When in doubt,
Prayers: throw it out”. I always thought this saying was for food
that had gone bad in the refrigerator. But not here, he
was speaking of things in our life that we question,
“Could this be considered filthy or wicked?” He would
refer us back to 2 Timothy 2:22 where the Bible says to
Sunday text: “Flee (RUN from) youthful lusts and pursue
John 8:31 - 32 righteousness...”. This could be sexual lust, greed,
foolish talking, or crude joking (just to name a few).
Memory Verse: There shouldn’t even be a hint of these things in our
John 8:3% 32

lives. These are the things that we wouldn’t say around

31,
Sq U UED our mothers, yet we know that our Father in Heaven is
saying to those Jew§

who had believed

Him, "If you i i )
continue in My “Transformers 2”. As I sat watching the movie I noticed

word, then you are how crude it was. I thought that it had to have been rated
truly disciples of R, but it wasn’t, it was rated PG-13. On the back of the
Mine:*’and you will cover it read, “PG-13, for intense sequences of sci-fi
know the truth, and violence, language, come crude and sexual material and
the truth will make  brief drug use”. Wow! Instantly I became convicted.
you free."” These are the things that we must flee from. James says
that we must be doers of the Word and not hearers only.
So we must lay aside these things which are filthy and

ooking down. For example: I walked into my parent’s
living room while they were watching the movie

R?’ad through the welcome or receive the Word which is able to save our
Bible this Year souls. Because the filthiness of this world and God’s
Matt 9:18-38 Word do not coincide

Gen 31,32 .

Chris Reeser
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Weekly Theme: Thursday, January 14
Knowledget All my life I’ve heard my mom say “all you’ve ever
The Callingiof wanted to be is a good Christian girl”. And you
Sanctification know what? It’s true. I have this heart’s desire to
please everyone, to do rightly and justly. I think
about things and how it should be done with qual-
ity. I don’t want to do anything to disappoint
anyone. I have a best friend that says all the time
“why can’t we all just get along”. I feel the same
way. If we have the love of Christ in our hearts
than why can’t we all just get along? But we can’t.
You know why? Sin. Yes that old serpent of sin
just keeps creeping up along side of us causing
havoc on our hearts. I’m thankful that I can
recognize that old serpent and immediately go to
God for repentance because [ have Christ in my
heart. I can’t say that about everyone I know. |
have some close friends that aren’t saved and like it
says in Romans 10:1 it’s my heart’s desire that they
Sunday text: may be saved. It also says that anyone who trusts
John 8:31-32 in Jesus will never be put to shame and that there is
no difference between Jew and Gentile. The ironic
Memory Verse: part of it is that these couple of friends are Jewish.
John 8:3% 32 God placed these two particular friends in my life
%S0 Jesus was by design for His good purpose. God’s desire is
saying to those Jewshat they call on Him just like 1 did. I pray for
who had believed  them to see truth and I have presented that truth to
Him, "If you them in words, deeds and actions. I’'m compelled
continue in My by the Holy Spirit to live out God’s love in front of
word, then you are  them because of what Christ has done for me.
truly cilzsmples Of  They know that I love Jesus but don’t reject me as
Mine"and you will , fyjend and that’s God at work through me. What

know the tf”th' e joyous adventure of change God has wrought in my
the truth will make life

Daily Bible Reading:
Romans 10: 1 -17

Praises:

Prayers:

you free."
Can you say the same thing? Can you identify
changes in your heart because of God’s growth?
Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 10:1-20
Gen 33,34,35

Kim Waters
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Weekly Theme:
Knowledget
The Calling of
Sanctification

Daily Bible Reading:
2 Timothy 2: 1 - 26

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
John 8:31 - 32

Memory Verse:
John 8:3% 32
3150 Jesus was

Friday, January 15

In today’s devotion Paul encourages Timothy
to be strong in the grace and work of Christ. In
verse two Paul demonstrates that it has been
his practice to teach and encourage Timothy in
the ways of Christ. Timothy had at his
disposal one of the most effective means of
gaining knowledge, a personal mentor or
teacher.

Is there now or has there ever been someone in
your life who mentored or is teaching you the
Word of God on a personal basis?

AWANA is a program for children on
Wednesday nights that stands for Approved
Workmen Are Not Ashamed. It is taken from
verse fifteen of our devotional reading today.
AWANA motivates and challenges boys and
girls to memorize Gods Word and hide it in
their hearts. The goal is accomplished through
parents and volunteers working with children
to help them memorize Scripture. A child
works one on one with an adult at their own
pace to gain as much knowledge as possible.

saying to those JewsThe knowledge and encouragement they

who had believed
Him, "If you
continue in My
word, then you are
truly disciples of
Mine;*and you will
know the truth, and
the truth will make
you free."

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 10:21-42
Gen 36,37,38

receive helps them accomplish the goal of
being an approved workmen that is not
ashamed. It is the formula that Paul was using
with Timothy.

I had the benefit of a wonderful mother and

father who took their role seriously of making
me memorize and gain knowledge of the Word
of God. It is now my joy to do the same with
my little girl and numerous boys and girls
throughout our children’s department. The
question for you today is who are you
investing in to give them the knowledge of
Christ? Dennis Dean
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Weekly Theme:
Knowledget
The Calling of
Sanctification

Daily Bible Reading:
2 Timothy 3:1 - 17

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
John 8:31 - 32

Memory Verse:
John 8:3% 32
3150 Jesus was

Saturday, January 16

In 1597, the famous British philosopher Sir Francis
Bacon coined the phrase “There is power in
knowledge.” I would certainly agree with Sir
Francis every time we sit down and enjoy barbeque
chicken at my house. Since I’ve burned a few
poultry legs and wings over the years on my grill,
I’ve learned “what to do” and “not what to do”
when barbequing chicken! Hopefully, we are able
to avoid making the same mistakes in life because
of what we’ve learned from our past. Some of the
most discouraged people in the Christian life are
those who attain spiritual knowledge, but fail to
apply that knowledge in their lives (2 Timothy 3:7
“always learning but never able to acknowledge the
truth.”). They continue to trip over the same
problems time and time again because their
knowledge fails to be applied in life.

Thank God for His written word! Not only is the
Bible perfect and divinely inspired, it also is rele-
vant and practical to our daily lives. As we see in
2 Timothy 3:16-17, it contains four useful, life-
changing components that help us apply the
spiritual knowledge we so desperately need. First
of all, the Bible teaches us how to obey Jesus

saying to those Jew<Christ and live daily for Him in this world.

who had believed
Him, "If you
continue in My
word, then you are
truly disciples of
Mine;*and you will
know the truth, and
the truth will make
you free."

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 11

Gen 39,40

Secondly, it reprimands us when we chose to rebel
and disobey God. Thirdly, the word of God
corrects us and shows us how to avoid repeating
the same mistakes. Finally, it equips us so that we
can be totally prepared to carry out the mission and
purpose God has given us to fulfill.

Have you struggled recently with repeating the
same sin over and over again? Let me encourage
you to read the word of God and ask the Holy
Spirit to help you apply it to that specific area you
are struggling with. Believe and trust in Him that
He will help you begin to apply that knowledge in
your life today!

Jon DuBois
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Weekly Theme:
Knowledget
The Calling of
Sanctification

Daily Bible Reading:
John 8

SSCG
Praises:

Prayers:

Memory Verse:
John 8:3% 32
3150 Jesus was

Sunday, January 17
John 8:31 - 32

The Calling of Sanctification

SSCG Outline

When we answer the calling of sanctification we
discover the:

1. Foundation of Truth

2. Fundamentals of the Truth

3. Force of Truth

Pastor’s Sermon Outline

saying to those Jews

who had believed
Him, "If you
continue in My
word, then you are
truly disciples of
Mine;*and you will
know the truth, and
the truth will make
you free."

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 12:1-21
Gen 41,42
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Weekly Theme:
Self-Controlt
The Calling of
Service

Daily Bible Reading:

Daniel 1: 1-21

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1Cor 9: 24 - 27

Memory Verse:

1 Cor 9:27

but I discipline my
body and make it
my slave, so that,
after | have

Monday, January 18

Every choice we make has a consequence.
Proverbs is full of examples of choices and
subsequent consequences. It’s a book of the good,
the bad, and the ugly. It reveals to us the
consequences of the choices before we make them.
We should heed the advice given to us written in
the word of God. I’ve had a week this past week of
the freedom to made choices without the restraint
and restriction of my job since I was on vacation
with my husband. We made some very good
choices of spending quality time with each other
and my parents. We made some not so good
choices with over indulgence in eating and will pay
some less than desirable consequences as a result.
We chose to heed some of the good advice in
Proverbs but succumbed to some selfish desires as
well. As we read in today’s scripture of Daniel he
stood firm in his convictions. He did this so much
so that he was able to persuade a military person to
change his assignment. But don’t miss the most
important words in this scripture. They say in
verse 9 that God caused the official to show favor
and sympathy to Daniel. Yes, Daniel stayed on the
path of the righteous but God did the work through
him. Daniel made a choice to hold fast to what he
knew to be true and the outcome proved out God’s
truth. The 4 young men in these scripture verses
were afforded opportunities to do miraculous
works because they stood on their convictions.
They walked a path of success as God did a work
through them. I think that I’ll take a closer look at

preached to others, kheir food choices myself because my

myself will not be
disqualified.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 12:22-50
Gen 43,44,45

overindulgence did not lead me down the path of
righteousness.

What changes would you make in your life if you
knew what miraculous works God had in store for
you as a result? We can’t see the future but we can
see the past so what can we change to get better
consequences?

Kim Waters

22



Weekly Theme:
Self-Controlt
The Calling of
Service

Daily Bible Reading:
Daniel 2:1-23

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1Cor 9: 24 - 27

Memory Verse:

1 Cor 9:27

but I discipline my
body and make it
my slave, so that,
after | have
preached to others,
myself will not be
disqualified.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 13:1-30
Gen 46,47,48

Tuesday, January 19
I don’t know about you, but it’s sometimes hard for me

to be courageous about my faith when I’'m faced with
great opposition. Daniel must have sensed the great
opposition that surrounded him in a foreign land with
this unbelieving people. Then again, I’'m not sure how
important it is to know what Daniel must have felt as it
is to understand what Daniel did and how he went about
doing it. King Nebuchadnezzar had dreamt something
troubling—so troubling that the Bible says his “sleep
brake from him”—and he wanted to know what this
dream meant. So he sought the counsel of the magi-
cians, the astrologers, the sorcerers, and the Chaldeans
of his kingdom, but they could offer neither help nor
hope for the matter. Furious and desperate, the king
decreed that all the wise men of Babylon should be
killed. Upon hearing of his prospective fate, Daniel ap-
proached King Nebuchadnezzar and requested an oppor-
tunity to interpret the king’s dream. We see a remark-
able example of faith and courage in the midst of a trou-
bling challenge. First, we read that Daniel recognized
his need for mercy and wisdom that could only come
from the one, true God. Daniel went to the right

Source. Secondly, once God had answered his prayer,
we see that Daniel rejoiced and thanked God for provid-
ing the wisdom and discernment necessary to understand
the king’s dream. He had a thankful heart and immedi-
ately offered up praise to God. Thirdly, Daniel revealed
to Nebuchadnezzar that it was God who made known
the mystery of the king’s dream. Instead of trying to
further his own position in the kingdom, Daniel neither
IIost sight of nor wasted the opportunity to direct the
king’s attention to the “God in heaven that revealeth
secrets”. When we look to ourselves for courage and
wisdom, the outcome will most likely be futile, and in
Daniel’s case, it would have been fatal. God provided
Daniel with all that he needed no matter how Daniel
must have been feeling, in doing so played out a
valuable lesson teaching us how to walk by faith rather
than feeling. Shea Riles
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Weekly Theme:
Self-Controlt
The Calling of
Service

Daily Bible Reading:
Daniel 4: 1-37

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1Cor 9: 24 - 27

Memory Verse:

1 Cor 9:27

but I discipline my
body and make it
my slave, so that,
after | have
preached to others,
myself will not be
disqualified.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 13:31-58
Gen 49,50

Wednesday, January 20

Who likes to be the bearer of bad news? Daniel was
summoned into King Nebuchadnezzar’s presence to
interpret the king’s dream that had everyone in Babylon
baffled. Can you imagine having to tell the most
powerful ruler in the world that he was going to be
judged by God? An important truth that can’t be
ignored in Daniel 4 is the great respect and admiration
King Nebuchadnezzar had for God’s prophet. The
Babylonian ruler knew there was something different
about this Jerusalem exile. None of the king’s wise men
could measure up to the wisdom of God that was
revealed through the prophet from the land of

Judah. The thing that separated Daniel from his
Babylonian counterparts was the undeniable presence of
the Holy God of Israel in his life. There’s a lesson to be
learned from Daniel’s Babylonian exile. Even though
he was dragged into the middle of a dark, pagan culture
which had no regard for Jehovah God, Daniel’s life and
reputation stood out to those around him! Daniel was a
man full of confidence in His God!

What is the spiritual condition of your corner of the
world? Does the idea of trying to shine your light for
Christ around you cause you to be fearful and tremble?
Making a difference for God in this postmodern culture
is extremely intimidating. Even though Daniel was a
faithful student of God’s word, it was his love for God
that gave him that certain confidence to stand out. If
you desire to make a difference in your corner of the
world, you must develop an authentic love for

God! You are here today because of God’s grace and
power in your life. That’s what got Daniel through
those tough times in Babylon...he loved his God with all
of his heart. Loving God motivates us to reach out and
minister to others, no matter how dark the culture
keems. If unbelievers see our love for God, imagine
how much more they will want to experience God’s love
for themselves.

Tell God how much you love Him today. Show God
how much you love Him by obeying His word!

Jon DuBois
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Weekly Theme:
Self-Controlt
The Calling of
Service

Daily Bible Reading:
Daniel 5:1-31

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1Cor 9: 24 - 27

Memory Verse:

1 Cor 9:27

but I discipline my
body and make it
my slave, so that,
after | have

Thursday, January 21
Daniel...a man of self-control, a life of service.
When we study the life of Daniel, we see that
self-control ruled in a way that allowed him to walk
in confidence of the Lord’s leading.
In Daniel 5 we find Daniel serving the Lord
through his Godly Calling.
As was Jeremiah, Daniel was called and gifted by
God to be His prophet. A spokesman for the
people to carry out the voice of the Lord through
his speech and writing. This came with many
potholes, boundaries, and fears. However, when
Daniel was called upon to speak truth, he did with
the power of the Lord. He purposed in his heart to
live for His God, the God of creation and never
become slack in his ministry. His ability to share
the truth under the pressure of the king is a great
example of self-control for the Christian when
facing extreme consequences. By serving the Lord
through prophecy, Daniel was able to boldly and
humbly tell King Belshazzar his fate. Whether the
king understood the interpretation or not, isn’t the
issue. The key is that Daniel served the Lord with
the gift He gave him with self-control.
When we live our life for Christ by answering the
calling of service, our walk will be tempted. How
we react or act when that temptation comes is a test
of our self-control. Daniel was known to have the
light of Almighty God shining through him and
walked with understanding and wisdom.
A temptation would have been for Daniel to escape
ossible death by giving some calculated story of

preached to others, ISeliverance to the king. Instead, he controlled his

myself will not be
disqualified.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 14:1-21
Ex1,2,3

actions and served the way God wanted him to by
saying the exact words given to him by the Lord.
Are you serving the Lord with the gifts He has
given you no matter what the consequences may
be?

Ask God to give you strength to have self-control
that leads to serving Him fearlessly.

Robert Gilliland
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Weekly Theme: Friday, January 22

Self-Controlt A man was being pursued by a hungry lion.
The Calling of Feeling the beast draw closer he cried out to God, “O
Service Lord, please make this lion a Christian.” Within

seconds, the man became aware the lion had stopped
Daily Bible Reading: chasing. He looked back and noticed the lion kneeling,
Daniel 6:1 - 17 and his lips moving. Relieved he turned to move
towards this king of the jungle. When he was near
enough, he heard the lion praying, “...and bless, O Lord,
this food for which I’'m exceedingly grateful!”
AiNow when Daniel [ earned
been published, he went home to his upstairs room
where the windows opened toward Jerusalem. Three
times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving
thanks to his God, just as he had done before. Then
these men went as a group and found Daniel praying
and asking andl6fill (Nel p. o
Prayers: Daniel was a very wise old man. He was no
doubt in his eighties or beyond when we read today’s
Scripture. His wisdom and judgment caused the king to
elevate him to a position of authority along with two
others. Jealousy arose in certain leaders who plotted
how they could get rid of Daniel. They knew that he
was blameless and upright. They convinced King
Darius to issue a decree that could not be altered. No

Sunday text: one could worship any god or man for 30 days except

1 Cor9: 24 - 27 the King. By signing the decree, King Darius

unknowingly condemned Daniel to the lion’s den.

In every moment of life Daniel put God first.
No matter what the demands, there was one thing that
o didn’t change. He didn’t break his fellowship with God.
but I discipline MY He was never too busy. We tend to become busy people
body and make it overseeing our homes and lives. We are facing our own
my slave, so that,  |jon’s den within the great stresses of life.
after | have When Daniel prayed what do you think he
preached to others, kaid? God save me? No. It’s not fair? No. Wipe my
myself will not be  enemies away? NO. The Bible reveals Daniel prayed

Praises:

Memory Verse:
1 Cor 9:27

disqualified. with thanksgiving. It doesn’t matter the situation, just
that God is the focus.
AiWherever you are, be al
Read throughthe hi |t every situation you bel
Bible this Year --Jim Elliot _ .
Matt 14:22-36 How would my life change if I embraced
EX4.5.6 Daniel’s principle God first? Do you have a consistent

prayer life?
Eric Miracle
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Weekly Theme:
Self-Controlt
The Calling of
Service

Daily Bible Reading:

Daniel 6: 18 - 28

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1Cor 9: 24 - 27

Memory Verse:

1 Cor 9:27

but I discipline my
body and make it
my slave, so that,
after | have

Saturday, January 23

Daniel 6:16-28 records the event of Daniel
in the lion’s den. In this difficult time Daniel was
faced with death for breaking an injunction set by
the Persian king. Faced with such peril, most of
us would have fought to the bitter end before going
in with the lions. The scripture records no struggle,
plea, or argument from Daniel. In contrast, we see
through conversation the self-control that Daniel
exhibited. In verse 21, after a night with the lions,
he respectfully greeted the king. The conversation
continued with Daniel giving the glory of his
survival to God. Daniel’s self-control influenced
the king in such a way that he wrote a decree to his
entire kingdom that testified of God’s greatness!

King Darius’s proclamation of the living
and enduring God to all the peoples, nations, and
men in his kingdom was indeed a great occurrence
in the Old Testament world just as it would be
today. As with Daniel, our conversations could be
life changing if they would be overflowing with
self-control and respect for others.

What about our conversations with God?
Look back in verse 10. Daniel prayed to God
several times a day. His discipline of faithfully
bowing before God is what got him sentenced to
the lion’s den to begin with. Further, his discipline
of daily prayer is what sustained him through the
distress of being in the lion’s den. The root of this
world changing event was Daniel on his knees

preached to others, konversing with God.

myself will not be
disqualified.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 15:1-20

Ex 7,8

Have you conversed with God today? Are
you ready to go through a tough time? Are you
ready for God to change someone’s world through
your actions? I wonder if Daniel knew his faithful
self-control was going to have such an impact.

Lonny Hughes
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Weekly Theme:
Self-Controlt
The Calling of
Service

Daily Bible Reading:
1 Corinthians 9

Praises:

Prayers:

Memory Verse:

1 Cor 9:27

but | discipline my
body and make it
my slave, so that,
after | have

Sunday, January 24
1 Corinthians 9:24-27

The Calling of Service
SSCG Outline
Run in such a way that you win

In order to win the prize it takes discipline

The race for the Christian reaps eternal reward

Discipline is focused for the Christian

skosk sk sk sk sk sk ok ok sk sk osk sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ook sk sk sk sk sk sk sk ook ok ok

The Life of Daniel...Serving the Lord

Pastor’s Sermon Outline

preached to others, |

myself will not be
disqualified.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 15:21-39

Ex 9,10,11
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Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
Psalm 2

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1 Peter 4:12-19

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer

Monday, January 25

One day, when I was out mowing the yard and raking some
leaves, I forgot to apply some sun screen to my neck and

face. Afterwards, I jumped in the shower to clean up. When I
felt that hot water hit my face, it felt like molten lava was
coming out of the shower head! I made the mistake of
forgetting to spray sunscreen on before going out to do some
yard work. That hot Florida sun did its job on my unprotected
skin. I was suffering alright, but it was my own fault. My pain
was my own doing. When we experience pain and adversity in
the Christian journey, often times it’s because we have failed
to obey the Lord in some area or circumstance. Sin will
always shower us with feelings of shame, guilt and
condemnation. The true source of suffering will come
because of our obedience to the Lord. Satan hates it when we
obey God. The devil can’t stand it when we actually love
Jesus enough to obey Him despite the fact that it will cost us
something. The enemy thrives on lies and intimidation. He
knows how much we abhor suffering and experiencing

pain. In fact, breaking down the enemy’s morale is a
psychological tactic used often in military strategy. The more
Satan can attack us with fear, suffering and intimidation, the
greater the possibility arises that we will shrink away from
obeying the Lord in difficult times.

Do you remember what it was like growing up with the
neighborhood bully or school thug? Everyone was afraid of
the bully until someone had the guts to stand up to him and
say, i Webdr e not goi ng Typicallyah& e
bully would reveal his true colors, get scared and leave
everyone alone. Think of Satan as the neighborhood

bully. God has stood up to the bully and defeated him at
Calvary. When Jesus died on the cross for our sins and rose
again three days later, He defeated Satan’s grip on us and set
us free from sin. Don’t let the enemy intimidate you. You

according to the will 5y almighty God of heaven standing with you in the school
of God shall entrust yard of life! If you suffer for Jesus, think of it as a barometer

their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 16

Ex 12,13

of your obedience to Christ. Remember, the bully has been
defeated! Your suffering will make you more life Jesus. Obey
the Lord and pray for strength to trust him through your
difficult situations.
How has Satan tried to intimidate you in the recent
past? Confess this to God and ask Him to give you the
strength to overcome your suffering for His glory!

Jon DuBois

29

t

hi



Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
Matthew 26:47-68

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1 Peter 4:12-19

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer

Tuesday, January 26

In Matthew 26:47-68, we find Jesus being
arrested in the garden. Betrayed and abandoned by
those closest to Him, Jesus stood trial and endured false
accusations. Further, He was sentenced to death, spat
on, punched, and slapped. The movie The Passion gave
us a visual of the sufferings Jesus experienced. It was
horrible and heartbreaking, yet necessary. It was only
through the suffering of the cross that God could extend
eternal life to His greatest creation. There was no
shortcut. On the road to Emmaus, even Christ said it
was necessary for the Him to suffer to enter into glory.

As Christians we can expect to endure sufferings. In
First Peter it says “since Christ has suffered in the flesh,
arm yourselves also with the same purpose...” (4:1). In
verse 12, Peter tells us not be surprised when suffering
comes. Additionally Oswald chambers writes, “If you
are going to be used by God, He will take you through a
multitude of experiences that are not meant for you at
all, they are meant to make you useful in His hands...”
For a maturing Christian suffering is inevitable.

When we share in the sufferings of Christ we are told to
persevere. We see in James 1:12, “Blessed is a man
who perseveres under trial; for once he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life...” Consider
it all joy when you encounter various trials. (Jas 1:2-4)

When we suffer according to the will of God it is then
we entrust our souls to the faithful Creator. The apostle
Paul said, “I am well content with weaknesses, with
insults, with distresses, with persecutions, with
difficulties, for Christ's sake; for when I am weak, then I
am strong.” It is these times we depend exclusively on

according to the will God. Further, Paul encourages us “to press on toward
of God shall entrust the goal...in Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14)

their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 17

Ex 14,15

I’ve heard it said that the road to glory is through
suffering. In your trials remember this is a momentary,
light affliction producing for you an eternal weight of
glory far beyond all comparison! (2 Cor 4:17)

Lonny Hughes
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Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
Acts 4:1-31

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1 Peter 4:12-19

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer

Wednesday, January 27

Today’s Scripture reading records one of the first
examples of the persecution and suffering of Christians
by the Roman Empire. Peter and John are arrested for
healing a man and then telling how they did it. The
problem that the Sadducees had with this is that it
directly opposed the Sadducees’ denial of the
resurrection and would shake the establishment’s way of
thinking.

Is it possible that in America a person could go to jail
for telling how the resurrected Savior Jesus Christ
healed them?

At a very young age I came down with a disease called
meningitis. The illness took me to a point where [ had a
fever of over 108. The doctors and nurses did
everything in their power to get the fever to break. At
one point [ was placed in a bathtub of ice and the fever
would not break. The doctor called my family in and
told my parents to say their goodbyes that I would not
live through the night. If1 did live the doctor said he
would write on my file a miracle of God because they
had done all they could do in their power. After hearing
this, word spread through BBI chapel on Wednesday
afternoon and as a result churches throughout a three
state area had a special prayer in Jesus name for my
healing. To God be the glory, God heard their prayer
and my fever broke in the middle of the prayer service
hour. God has continued to be a faithful healer in that
He healed my kidney disease of nineteen years that
resulted from that childhood meningitis.

As I write this it is 11/30/09. If my father decided to
come out of retirement and teach at Pace High School or
if my father was Frank Lay, he would not be allowed by
law to stand before a school assembly in Santa Rosa
County and tell my story of healing. The Bible was

according to the will yrjtten long ago but the suffering of Christians today is
of God shall entrust no different than Peter and John.

their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 18:1-20

Ex 16,17,18

Are you spiritually prepared to suffer for the gospel? If
not, then today’s devotion time needs to be extended
until you are ready to suffer for Christ. A great place to
continue reading is about how Christ suffered for you.

Dennis Dean
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Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
Acts 7:1-60

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1 Peter 4:12-19

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer

Thursday, January 28

Have you ever been wrongly accused of something?
Someone thought they saw you do something, but you
didn’t. Or someone thought you said something, but you
said nothing. How did you respond?

When I was 10 years old, I was given a subpoena to
testify in court on behalf of a friend who was falsely
accused of fighting and threatening another boy. I was
so nervous I could hardly speak. My youth pastor was
there and I remember him telling me to just "Tell the
truth. Tell them what you remember seeing and
hearing”. And as a normal court hearing goes we had to
“Tell the whole truth and nothing but the truth”. And just
as I was about to take the stand, the accuser confessed
that he was lying about my friend and my friend was
acquitted.

Now, Acts 7 is known as “"Stephen’s Address”. Why?
Well, because he is brought before the high priest falsely
accused of something he didn’t do. He was said to have
spoke blasphemous words against Moses and God.
Wow, what an accusation! Now, he must defend
himself. And he does so, not with his own words, but
with the words of God. By this I mean he literally
started speaking the Law of Moses, or the old testament.
He started with Abraham and worked his way through
the deliverance of Israel, one step at a time, so the crowd
would understand. And they would, because most of the
crowd were men of the Synagogue and they knew the
law of Moses well.

Well, they heard him loud and clear. And as is it said in
Hebrews 4:12, “"For the Word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of
joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and
intents of the heart™. In Acts 7:54, when they heard

according to the will Stephen say these things they were cut to the heart. But
of God shall entrust instead of being acquitted for telling the truth he was

their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt18:21-35

Ex 19,20

sentenced to death. And by his death, God was glorified,
and the truth went forth.

What is the truth? Jesus said, " am the Way, the
TRUTH, and the Life...” And though people may not
believe the truth when it is told, it is our responsibility to
tell it. We must tell the world about Jesus. It is what we
have seen and heard to be true. He is the Risen Savior.
Chris Reeser
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Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
Acts 12:1-19

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1 Peter 4:12-19

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer

according to the will see God’

of God shall entrust
their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 19

Ex 21, 22

Friday, January 29

It was August 2005. I had just been told that my
job that [ had been in for 16 ' years was ending. I
was told a new job description was being
implemented. I was given a copy of the description
and told “of which I could apply”. What? Of
which I could apply? How can that be? God called
me here and now it’s over just like that? What did
I do wrong? Nothing! I’ve had great evaluations
so why this? We’re realigning that’s all. This was
devastating news to say the least. So I was given
the rest of the day off. I went straight home. I
didn’t talk to anyone. I began crying out to God.
All kinds of unanswered questions ran through my
head. The one thing God told me was “don’t cut
your nose off to spite your face”. So I prayed and I
waited. Iread my Bible and I waited. In today’s
scripture assignment we read about two opposite
ends of the spectrum of suffering. A brief
description of James’ death and a detailed account
of Peter’s miraculous release from prison. James
gave up his life, Peter was given his freedom.
Notice in verse 5 that the church was earnestly
praying for Peter. His suffering was not for him
but for God’s glory. Peter gave testimony that it
was the Lord who released him. I can lay claim to
the same. The Lord plucked me out of one position
at the church only to place me into another one at
the church. God knew just what it would take to
get me out of the job he currently had me in so that
He could put me in a job that He had fashioned me
for. Even though it was hard to go through I could
s hand at work through all of it. His plan
was greater than anything I could have hoped or
wished. After my head stopped swimming I
realized that what God had planned was the
paradise I had hoped for in my job.

What trial are you suffering this day? Are you

proclaiming God’s glory through it?
Kim Waters
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Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
Acts 16:16-40

Praises:

Prayers:

Sunday text:
1 Peter 4:12-19

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer

Saturday, January 30

Today we will look at Acts chapter 16. Paul and Silas
didn’t let circumstances determine their mood or rob
their joy. In fact, listening to Paul and Silas, their fellow
prisoners may have forgotten for a moment that they
were in jail. Three places in the New Testament, Paul
shares his story of transformation. Here we find him in
the presence of Festus and King Agrippa. Paul and Silas
discovered the power of God through difficulty. Due to
their obedience to remain in prison this positioned them
for an opportunity to see the Jailer and his entire family
accept Jesus.

We like to lump problems in one basket of suffering.
There is a difference between sin and sharpening. Many
times we confuse the two in situations. First people
suffer because of the foundation of sin in the world.
Second people suffer because of God’s judgment. Third
the world’s sin festers itself in someone’s actions or our
own. The bible says we reap what we sow.

On the other hand, God allows circumstances at times to
sharpen us. These circumstances create a pivotal
transformation in our lives. We find the very situation
that draws out our weaknesses allows God’s strength
and glory to shine. Our human mindset equates
weakness to worthlessness. The truth is that beauty is
made from our brokenness. Strength is built in the
hardest of times. We are made perfect and beautiful by
God’s molding through adversity. It is in the time of
hardship that we learn the deepest dedication to Him and
the truest perseverance.

®  Why do you think Paul put up with the girl’s
behavior for several days before confronting her issue
with the evil spirit?

according to the will®  Why and how could Paul and Silas praise God after
of God shall entrust all they had been through?

their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 20:1-16

Ex 23,24

® Do you want the situation overwhelming you right
now to bring glory to God or to bring glory to the
world? I think most of us would say we would like to
bring glory to God.

What is the best way to show off the glory of God? 1
know it’s tough, but we have to take the next step...it is
through the SUFFERING.

Eric Miracle
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Weekly Theme:
Perseverancet
The Calling of
Suffering

Daily Bible Reading:
1 Peter 4

Praises:

Prayers:

Memory Verse:

1 Peter 4:19
¥Therefore, those
also who suffer
according to the will
of God shall entrust
their souls to a
faithful Creator in
doing what is right.

Read through the
Bible this Year
Matt 20:17-34

Ex 25,26

Sunday, January 31
1 Peter 4:12-19

The Calling of Suffering
SSCG Outline

Peter helps Christians understand the:

1) Certainty of Suffering

2) Culture of Suffering

3) Conviction of Suffering

Pastor’s Sermon Outline
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